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ACT of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY,anent a Soltimn 
National Fait and Humiliation, with the Cauſes thereof. 


at Edinburgh, November 12. 1690! Poſtmeridiem, Seſs. 25, 


HE General Aſlembly; Having taken into their moſt ſerious Conſi- 
_ . deration, che late great and general DeteRion of this Church and 


 & Kingdom, Have thought fit to Appoint a Day of Soletmn Humilia- 

. tionand Faſting, for Confeſſion of Sins, and making Supplication 
to Our Gracious G OD, to forgive and remove the guilt thereof: In ors 
der whereunto, they have Ordained the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of 
Fafting following, tobe duly Intimat and Publiſhed ; Recommending it 
moſt earneſtly to all perſons, both Miniſters and others , That every one of 
us may not only ſearch and try our own hearts and wayes, and ſtir up our 
ſelves to ſeck the Lord; But alſo in our Stations, and as we have acceſs, 
Deal with one another, in all love and tenderneſs, to prepare for ſo great 
and neceflary a Duty, that we may find mercy in God's fight, and He may 


be graciouſly Reconciled to our Land in our Lord Jeſus, and take delight 
to dwell amongſt us, | 


_ Although ourgracious God hath of late,for His own Names fake,wrought 
great and wonderful things, for Britein and Ireland, and for this Churchand 
Nation in particular; Yet the Inbabitants thereof have cauſe to remember their 
own evil wayes, and to loath themſelves in their own fight for their Iniquities 
| Alas ! we, andour Fathers, our Princes, our Paſtors, and People of all 
Ranks have finned, and have been under great Tranſpreſſion to this day : 
For though our gracious God ſhewed early kindneſs to this Land, in ſending 
the Goſpel amongſt us, and afterward in our Reformation from Popiſh Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry ; and I T had the Honour, beyond many Nations of 
being after our firſt Reformation, ſolemnly devoted unto God, both Prince 
and People 3 yet we have dealt treacherouſly with the Lord, and been un- 
ſtedfaſt in His Covenant, and bave not walked ſuitably to our Mercies re- 
ceived from Him, nor obligations to Him « Through the mercy of God 
this Church had attained to a great purity of DoRrine, Worſhip and 
Government, but this was not accompanied with ſuitable perſonal Re- 
formation, neither was our Fruit anſwerable to the pains takenon us by Word 
and Workz We had much Goſpel-preaching, buttdo little Goſpel-praftice; 
too many went on in open wickedneſs, and ſome had but a form of Godlineſs, 
denying che power thereof z many alſo who had the Grace of God in truth 
fe11 from their firſt love,and fell under fad languiſhings and decays; and when 
for our ſins theAngerof the Lord haddivided us, and we were brought under 
the feet of ſtrangers, and many of our brethren killed, others taken captive, 
and ſold asſlaves; yet we finned ſtill, and after we were freed from the yoke 
of ſtrangers, in ſtead of returning to the Lord, and being led to Repentance 
by His Goodneſs, the Land made open DefeQion from the good ways of the 
Lord : many behaved as ifthey had beendelivered to work abomination, the 
flood-gates of Impiety were opened, and a deluge of wickedneſs did over- 
ſpread the Land. Whocan without grief and ſhame remember the ſhameful 
_ debauchery and dronkenneſs that then was? And this accompanied with hor- 
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"rid and helliſh curſing and ſwearing, 2, followed with frequent Filthineſs, 
Adulteries and other Abominations,and the Reprover was hated, and he that 
departed from Iniquity madehimſelta reproach or prey. And when by theſe, 
and ſuch like corrupt practices, mens Conſciences were debauched, they pro« 
ceeded to facrifice the Intereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Priviledges of his 
Church to the luſts and will of meti;The Supremacy was advanced in ſuch a 
way, and td fuch anhight, as rieyer any Chriſtian Churcdi acknowledged; 
' The Government of the Church was altered, and Prelacie ( which hath been 
always grievous to this Nation') tatroduced, without .the Churches conſent, 
and contrair to the ſtanding Ads of our National Afﬀemblics, both which 
the preſent Parliament hath ( blefſed be God) lately found'z And yet Ie 
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theleſs, of the then ſtanding Miniſtry of Scotlayd, many did ſuddenly Hd 
readily comply with that alteration'of the Government, Sbme out of Pride 
and Covetouſneſs or Man-pleaſing, ſome through infirmity, or weakneſs, or 
fear of Man, and want of Courage and Z-al for God z many, faithful Miniſters 
were thereupon caft out, and many Inſufficient and Scandalous men thruſtin 
on their Charges, and many Families ruined, becauſe they-would not owne 
them as their Paſtors. _— oo a Tn 
And alas ! it is undenyable, there hath been under the, Jate Prelacie, a 
great decay of Piety, ſo that it was enough to make a rhan'be nicknam'd a 
Phanatick, -if he did not run to the-fame exceſs of riot with others. * 
And ſhould it not be lamented, for it cannot be denied, 'there hath been 
in ſomea dreadful Atheiſtical Boldneſs agamit God, ſome have diſputed the 
Beeing of GOD, and His Providence, the Divige Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, the Life to come, and Immortality: of the Soul, .yea and ſcoffed at 
 Therehath been alſo an Horrtd Prophanation of the Holy and Dreadful 
Name'vf'G O D, by curſing and ſwearing : Ah! there hath been :{o mach 
Swearing and Forſwearing amongſt us, thatno Nation under Heaven have 
been niore guilty in this than we 3 ſome by ſwearing raſhily'or ignorantly, 
ſome fal{ly, by breaking their Oaths, and impoſing and taking ungodly and 
unlawful Oarhs and Bonds, whereby the Conſciences of wany have been 
polluted and ſeared , and ryany ruined and oppreſſed for refuſing and'not 
taking them, OI 7 
There hathalſo been a great negle& of the Worſhip of God, too much in 
publick, but eſpecially in families and in —_—_ On 
The' wonted care of Religious ſanctiftying the Lord*s Day is gone, andin 
many places the Sabbath bath been, and is{hamefully prophaned. , 
The Land alfo hath been full of bloody Crimes, and Cities full of Violence, 
and much innocent Blood ſhed, fo that Blood touched Blood 5 yea, Sos 
domes firs have abounded amongtt us, Pride, fullneſs of Bread, 1dleneſs, Va- 
nities of Apparel, and ſhameful ſenſuality filled the Land, 2, 
And alas! how great hath been the Cry of Opprefſion, and -Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, Iniquity hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law there hath been a great per- 
yerting of Jaſtice, by making and executing unrighteous Statutes and As, 
and fad Perſecutionof many for their Conſcience towards God. EO 
It is alſo matter of Lamentation, that under” this great DefeQionthere 
hath been toogeneral a fainting, not only amongſt Profeffors of the Goſpel, 
but alſo amongſt Minifters3 yea, even amongſt ſuch, who tn the main things 
did endeavour to'tnaintain their Integrity, in not giving ſeafonable and ng- 
cefſary Teftimony againſt the DefeCons and Evils of the Time, and keeping 
a due diftance from themz and ſome on theother hand mannaged their 
7eal withtoo little Diſcretion and Meekneſs, ok 
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It is alſo matter of; Humiliation, that when Differences fell out amongſt 
theſe, who did owne Truth, and bear witneſs againſt the Coprle of DefeHtiqn, 
they were not managed with due Charity and Lqve,.,þnt with too mugh 
heat ani bitternefi, - injurious Reflections pled agaioſt pious and worthy.mon 
on all hands, and. ſcandalous Diyilions occaſioned, and the; Sucgeſs of - the 
Goſpelgreatly abfiiified thereby} and ſome dangerous Pringjplesdrunk, ins 


And atter all this,there were ſhameful adyanges towards Popary, the Abomie 


natiafofthe Mals wasſet up in many places,” and Popiſh Schools exefted,and 
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Andthough the-Lord bath putig; op 1o the Courſe of NefeRian; and of 
His great mercy given us ſome'eeviving from. our Bondage 5 yet we:haye 
ſad cauſe: to regrateand-henioan,; :that few have a due ſens. of our: mercy, 
or walk anſwerable:thereto, : few are turned to the Lordiin truth, bntflle 
wicked go on to do wickedly, and. there -is fpund amongſt us to this; gay 
{ranjeful ingraticude-yfor our mereics, Horrid jmpenjtepcy undgr oap Gns, 
yea, 'eyen amongſt thoſe, who.fland moſt up for. the Detence ofthe Truth 7 
And amongſt many in-our Armies, there is wotyl Prophaneſs and Debaughe» 
ry. Andthoagh we profeſs to:acknowleiige, there cant be no pardan .pf 


Chrift 5 yet few know Him, or.ſee the Necollity and Excgllency-at be 
Knowledge of our Latd Jeſus Chriſt 5 few ſee.their need pf Him, or eſteem, 
dcfire;. ar: receive Him, as He is offered in-the Goſpel 3 few are acquainted 
with Feith in-Feſils-Chrict, and living by: Fath en Him, as-made ak; the 
Father urito us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanGfication. and, Redemptigns 
and * few: walk as -becometh the Goſpel, and imitat: aur. Holy Lord-in 
Humility,Meeknefs, Self-denial,- Heavenly-mitdedaeſs, Zeal. for GO Dand 
Charity towards Mens But as there is even untill now, -42 great contempptof 
the Goſpel; a-greatiBarrenneſs under jt; $0 a.deep Securuy ynder our Sig 
and Danger , a great want of Piety toward Gad, apd Love towards Men, 
with a wotull Selfiſhngſ, every one ſeeking theiriown things, . few the things 
of Chriſt, ar the publick Good, or one. awathers wellfare: 4nd finally, 
the moſt part more -iready to cenſure the '$1ng. of others, than to' repent 
of cheir. owh. 7 Fry I rd SS DO te 9 . 

Our {niquiries are increaſed over our heads; andour Treſpaſſes are gzayp 
up unto the Heavens;they are many. in number;and hainons, in their gature, 
and prievouſly aggravated, as having-been dontrair to great Light and Loyp, 
nnder fignal Mercies and Judgments, after Confeflion and. Supplicatian,. and 
notwithſtanding of aur Profeſſion, Promiſes and: ſolemn :Vpwing, and; Co- 
venaniting with God to the contrair, SE ne oe dS og al: 

Have we not then fad cauſe of deep Sorrow:and Humilimtionf And may; we 
not fear, if-we donot repent, and turn from the-evil of Qur. wayes, and.re- 
turn to the Lord with all our hearts, that He return to do us yy, after 
He hath: done us good, and be angry with usuntill He hath.eonſamed-ps © 
Let us'pherefore humble our ſelves by Faſting and Praying, let vs ſearch owe 
our fins,aud conſider our wayes,and confeſs theſe,and other our fins, with $ar- 
row and Deteſtation; Let us turn unto the Lord with Faſting and-weeping,and 
with mourning3Let us firmlyReſolve and fincerely Engage, to\dmend qur ways 
arid doinfs,and return unto the Lord oyrGod,with all our heart,and earneſily 
, pray,that for the blood of the Lamb of God,our fins may be forgiven, and our 
| back(hidings healed, and we may yet become a righteous Nation, keeping the 
Truth, that Religion and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh. and Loveand Charity 
abound, and all the Lord's Pe-vle may be of one mind in the Lord : Andin 
order eo all theſe, thatthe * *d of the Lord may have free courſe, and be 
A2 ” r BY glorified 
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glorified, and that the Preaching of the Word, and Diſpenſing of the Sacra- 
"ments, may be accompanied withthe wonted Preſence, Power and Blefling of 

© .. the Spirit of the Lord; That the Lord would preſerveand bleſs our gracious 
King and Zucev, William and Mary, and eſtabliſh their Throneby Righte- 
 ouſneſs and Religion, andgrant to theſe Nations, Peace and Truth toge- 
| ther ; and for that End, bleſs and proſper Wis Majeſties Councils, and For- 
| Ces by Sea and Land, and theſe of the Princes and States his Allies, for God 


and-fifs Truth, that Inferior Rulers may rule in the fear of God, and Judges 
be clothed with Righteouſneſs, ang that many faithful Labourers may be ſene 
out itito the Lord's Vineyard, anu they r#bo are ſent, may find mercy to be 
faithful. and bebleſt with Succeſs, that Families may be as litle Churches of 
ChnARt, and thax+the Lord would pour out His Spirit onall Ranks of People, 
thivthey may be holy in all manner of Converſation, and God may delight 
todwell amongſt us, andto do us good. = 


. And:while we pray for our ſelves, let us not forget our Brethren in For- 
raigh Churches, with whom, alas! wehad' too little Sympathy; Nay, let us 
pray; that all the ends of the Earth,may ſee the Salvation of God; And thar 
He'would bring His antient people of the Jews to the acknowledgment of 
Jefis Chriſt; And that He would haſten the ruine of Romiſh Babylon, and 
advahite the Reformation inChriftendome, and preſerve and bleſs the Refor- 
med '/Ghurchesz That He would pitie His opprefled People,the French Pro- 
feſtavts; and gather them out of all places, -whither they have been ſcattered 
in'the doudy and dark day;And that He would be the Defence, Strength 
and'Salyation of any of His People, who are in War or Danger by Infidel or 
Popiſhkdverſaries, in Exrope or America: And in particular, that the Zord 


| would*beGracious to Ireland, and fanfifie to His People there, both their 


diſtreſs and deliverance, and perfe& what concerneth them, that He would. 
convert the Natives there to the Truth, and reduce that Land to Peace; And 
appoint Salvation for Walls and Bullwarks to Brittain, | 

"For all theſe Caviſes and Reaſons, The General Aſſembly hath Appoint- 
ed the Second Thurſday of Jaxuary next,. to be Obſerved in all the Con- 
oregations of this Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn Faſting and Hu- 
miliation, and Prayers Beſeeching and Obteſting all, both Paſtors, and 
People of all Ranks to be fincere and ſerious,in Humiliation and Supplicati- 
0n,arid univerſal Reformation,as they would wiſh to find mercy of the Lord, 
and have deſerved wrath averted, and would obtain the Blefhing of the Lord 
upon themſelves and Poſterity after them 3 And that the Lord may delight 
in %us, and our Land may be as Married to Him. And Ordains all Mini. 
ſters , either in Kirks or Mecting-houſes, to read this preſent A publick- 
ly from the Pulpit, a Sabbath or two before the ſaid Day of Humiliation: 
arid that the ſeveral Preſbytries take care, that it be carefully Oblerved in 
their reſpeRive bounds. And where , in regax> of Vacancies, the Da 
hereby appointed, cannot be obſerved, the Afſembly appoints the ſaid Hu« 
miliation, to be kept ſome other Day with the firſt convenient opportunity. 
And Appoints the Commiſſion for Viſiration, to apPly to the Council, for 
their Civil San&ion tothe Obſervation thereof. ExtraFed ont of the Re- 


'cords of Aſſembly, by 
5942 I Yemdy 50. SPALDING, Cls. Syn, National. 
A Proclamation 
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A PROCLAMATION: 
Anent a Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation, 
= ILLIAM and MARY, by the Grace of G O D; 


King and Queen of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Defenders of the:Fajthy To 


Macers of Our Privy Council, or 
Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sherifis in that part, conjun&- 
ly and ſeverally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting : Foraf= 
much, -as the General Aſſembly of this Church, by their 
Ag, of the date the twelfth day of Nowexber inſtant; 
hath appointed a Solemn - National Faſt and Humiliation, to be O bſer- 
ved in all the Kirks and Meeting-Houſes of this Our Antient Kingdom 3 And 
appointed their Commiſſion for Viſitation, to apply to the Lords o Our 
Privy Council, for Our Civil San&ion to be interpoſed thereto; And they 
having Applyed accordingly : Theretore We, with Advice of the Lord: of 
Our Privy Council, Do hereby Command and tnjoyn, That the ſaid So- 
lemn Faſt-and Humiliation be Religiouſly oblerved, by all perſons throughout 
this Kingdom, both in Kirks and Meeting-Houſes, at the Diets, and in the 
manner as by the above-mentioned A of Aﬀembly, hereto prefixed, is ap- 
pointed 3 Aad that the ſame be read by all the Miniſters, in manner therein- 
mentioned. And to the end that ſo Pious and neceſſar a Duty mzy be pun- 
Qually performed, and Our Pleaſure in the Premiſfes fully known - Our 
Will is herefore, and We Charge you ſtraitly and Command, thar incontji- 
1ent theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs tothe Mercat-Crofs of Edinburgh, and the 
remanent Mercat-Croſles of the Head-Burghs of the ſeveral Shires and Stewar- 
tries within this Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority, make Publication 
of the Premiſſes , that none may pretend ignorance. And we Ordain 
Our Solicitor to diſpatch Copies hereof to the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires, 
and Stewarts of the Stewartries, or their Deputs, or Clerks, to beby them 
Publiſhed at the Mercat- Crofles of the Head Burghs, upon receipt thereof, 
and immediatly ſent to the ſeveral Miniſters , both in Kirks and Meeting- 
Houſes, to the effe& they may read and 'intimat the ſame from their Pulpits, 
and may ſeriouſly exhort all perſons, to a ſincere and devout obſervance there- 
of, as they Regard the Favour and Bleſſings of the Almighty God, the Safety 

id Preſervation of both Church and State, and would avoid the Wrath of 
God upoathemſelves and their Poſterity, and as they will be anſwerable at 
their peril, And Ordains theſe Preſents to be Priated with the ſaid AR of 
Aſſembly, and theſe Preſents to be Publiſhed in manner foreſaid, 

Given under Our Signet a8 Edinburgh, the twenty firſt dy of Novem= 
ber. «And of Our Ragn, the ſecond year, 1690e 


Per aGum Domjnorum S$ti, Concilii. 
GILB: ELIOT, Cl-. $3. Concilii, 


Fy 


GOD ſave / "ing William and Queen Mary, { 7s; 


Edinburgh, Priny ie Heir of 4ndrew Anderſon, Printer ta their 
moſt Majeſties, Anno DOM, 36 9 0. 
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